Discussion Guide
Coffee Time, Part 6, 07.12.26

Summary

In this sermon from the "Coffee Time" series, Pastor John invites the congregation to
imagine sitting down for coffee with Adam, the first man created by God. Drawing
from the opening chapters of Genesis, he walks through the story of creation, the
Garden of Eden, and the fateful choice Adam and Eve made to eat from the one tree
God had forbidden. The sermon highlights how God placed the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the middle of the garden, not surrounded by barriers,
but guarded only by His word. Adam and Eve faced two competing voices: God's
clear instruction and the serpent's deceptive contradiction. Their choice to follow the
wrong voice led to the fall of humanity, introducing sin, shame, and death into the
world. Despite the tragedy of the fall, Pastor John emphasizes the overwhelming
grace and love of God. Even in the garden, God came looking for Adam and Eve,
calling out "Where are you?" not out of anger, but out of love and a longing for
relationship. The sermon connects this moment to the first prophecy of Jesus in
Genesis 3, and then to Revelation 3:20, where Jesus stands at the door and

knocks. The central takeaway is that God will never stop pursuing us, that He offers
us free will to choose Him, and that through Christ's sacrifice on the cross, the
relationship broken in the garden can be fully restored.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing us together today. As we open Your Word
and discuss the story of Adam, the garden, and Your relentless pursuit of us, we ask
that You quiet the competing voices in our lives and help us hear Your voice clearly.
Open our hearts to what You specifically want each of us to receive from this time
together. May this discussion draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you could sit down for coffee with any person from history, who would it be and
what is one question you would ask them?

Key Verses
e Genesis2-3
e Revelation 3:20

Questions
1. Pastor John described the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as sitting
right in the middle of the garden, with no barriers around it, only God's word



as the boundary. (Genesis 2:9) How does that image connect to the
temptations or struggles you face in your own life?

Adam and Eve heard two very different voices: God's clear instruction and the
serpent's contradiction. (Genesis 2:16-17 and 3:1) What are some of the
"competing voices" in your life today that pull you away from what God says?
The serpent never denied that God had spoken. He simply said the
consequences would not be real. (Genesis 3:4-5) Have you ever found yourself
doubting the consequences God warns about? What happened as a result?
Eve justified eating the fruit by telling herself it was beautiful, it would taste
good, and it would make her wise. (Genesis 3:6) How do we rationalize or
justify choices we know are not aligned with God's will?

God called out to Adam and Eve in the garden, asking "Where are you?"
(Genesis 3:9). Knowing that God already knew where they were, what do you
think God was really inviting them to do with that question?

Pastor John said, "We hide, God seeks." In what ways do people today try to
hide from God, and what does it look like when God comes looking for us?
The sermon pointed to Genesis 3:15 as the very first prophecy of Jesus coming
to crush the power of sin and death. How does knowing that God had a rescue
plan from the very beginning of the fall affect how you see God's character?
Revelation 3:20 says Jesus stands at the door and knocks, waiting for us to
open it. He does not force His way in. What does it mean to you personally that
God gives us the free will to choose Him, and how does that shape the way
you respond to His invitation?

Life Application

This week, identify one area of your life where you have been listening to a voice
other than God's. It might be a habit, a relationship, a thought pattern, or a decision
you have been putting off. Take a few minutes each day to sit quietly, read a short
passage of Scripture related to that area, and ask God to help you trust His voice
above all others. Consider sharing what you discover with a trusted friend or
someone in this group by the end of the week.

Key Takeaways

God gives every person the gift of free will. He does not force us to obey Him,
but He clearly communicates His instructions and invites us to trust Him, just
as He did with Adam and Eve in the garden.

Sin is often not surrounded by obvious warning signs. Like the tree in the
middle of the garden, temptation can look beautiful and appealing. The only
reliable guide is God's Word.

When we fall into sin, our natural response is to hide from God. But God's
response is always to come looking for us, calling out with love and a longing
to restore the relationship.



e FEven in the moment of the fall, God had a plan for redemption. Genesis 3:15
contains the first prophecy of Jesus, showing that God's grace and pursuit of
humanity began immediately after sin entered the world.

e Cod will never stop looking for you. Whether the takeaway is His relentless
pursuit, His invitation to relationship in Revelation 3:20, or the call to trust Him
and turn from sin, the heart of the gospel is that God loves us too much to
stop knocking on the door of our hearts.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for this time together and for the reminder that You have been
pursuing us since the very beginning. Like Adam and Eve, we have all heard
competing voices and made choices that pulled us away from You. Forgive us for the
times we have hidden from You instead of running to You. Thank You that You never
stop calling out, "Where are you?" and that through Jesus, the door to a restored
relationship is always open. As we leave today, help us to choose Your voice above all
others, to trust Your Word even when it is hard, and to live with the confidence that
nothing can separate us from Your love. In the name of Jesus, who crushed the
power of sin and death for us, Amen.



	Discussion Guide 
	Coffee Time, Part 6, 07.12.26 

