5-Day Devotional
Coffee Time, Part 8, 07.26.26

Day 1:
When God Calls Your Name

Devotional

Have you ever felt like God was trying to get your attention, but you kept looking in
the wrong direction? That is exactly what happened to Samuel. In the middle of the
night, God called out to him, and Samuel kept running to Eli, assuming it was just
the old priest needing something. It took three times before anyone in the room
understood what was actually happening. Here is the encouraging part of that story:
God did not give up. He kept calling. He was patient, persistent, and personal. He
called Samuel by name, and He knows yours too. We live in a world that is loud. Our
phones buzz, our schedules overflow, and our minds rarely slow down long enough
to notice the quiet moments where God might be speaking. But God is not
competing with the noise for your attention. He is simply calling, and He will keep
calling because He knows you. You do not have to have everything figured out to
respond. Samuel did not. He was young, inexperienced, and confused. But God still
chose him, still spoke to him, and still used him in a remarkable way. If you have been
feeling like something keeps nudging at your heart, do not brush it off. It might just
be God calling your name.

Bible Verse

One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. The lamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God.
Suddenly the Lorp called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?" Samuel replied. “What is it?"

- 1Samuel 3:2-4 (NLT)

Reflection Question

When you reflect on the past week, were there any moments you may have
dismissed as coincidence that could have actually been God trying to get your
attention?

Prayer
Lord, thank You for being a God who calls and does not give up. Open my eyes and
my heart to recognize Your voice this week. Amen.



Day 2:
Hearing Is Not Enough

Devotional

There is a big difference between hearing something and actually listening to it. You
can hear your alarm go off and still hit snooze. You can hear a friend share something
important and still be thinking about your grocery list. Hearing is passive. It just
happens. Listening, on the other hand, requires something from you. This is exactly
the tension at the heart of Samuel's story. Samuel heard a voice. But it was not until
Eli helped him understand what was happening that Samuel moved from simply
hearing to truly listening. And when he did, everything changed. God is not looking
for people who can say they read their Bible or sat through a church service. He is
looking for people who are genuinely engaged, people who hear His word and let it
actually land somewhere in their hearts. Listening is active. It means you slow down,
you pay attention, and you are willing to be changed by what you receive. That kind
of listening does not happen by accident. It is a choice you make, often against the
pull of distraction and busyness. Today, consider the difference between the two in
your own life. Are you hearing God, or are you truly listening to Him?

Bible Verse
Then the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel
“Speak, your servant is listening.” - 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)
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And Samuel replied,

Reflection Question
In what area of your life are you currently hearing what God is saying but not yet
responding to it?

Prayer
God, help me move beyond just hearing Your voice to truly listening and responding.
Give me the courage to act on what You are already saying to me. Amen.



Day 3:
You Need Your Eli

Devotional

One of the most overlooked details in Samuel’s story is how much he needed Eli.
Samuel was living in the temple, close to God, doing all the right things. And yet,
when God spoke, Samuel could not recognize it on his own. He needed someone
older and wiser to step in and say, | think God is trying to get your attention. That is
not a weakness in Samuel’s story. It is actually one of the most relatable and human
parts of it. None of us are meant to navigate our faith alone. God designed us to need
each other, to sharpen each other, and to help each other hear what He is saying.
Maybe you have an Eli in your life already, a mentor, a pastor, a small group friend, or
even a grandparent who has walked with God longer than you have. If so, lean into
that relationship. Do not take it for granted. And if you do not have someone like that
yet, consider this your encouragement to find one. Get into a small group, Bible
study, or church community. Show up consistently. Let people know you well enough
to speak into your life. God often speaks through the people He places around us. Do
not miss His voice because you are trying to go it alone.

Bible Verse

At this point Eli realized it was the Lord who was calling the boy. So he said to
Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your
servant is listening.”” So Samuel went back to bed. - 1 Samuel 3:8 (NLT)

Reflection Question
Who is the Eli in your life, and are you allowing that person to speak honestly into
what God might be doing in your story?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for placing people in my life who can help me hear You more clearly.
Give me the humility to receive their wisdom and the courage to seek out that kind
of community. Amen.



Day 4:
Listening Leads to Obedience

Devotional

When Samuel finally understood that God was speaking, He did not just nod along.
He responded with full surrender: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” That phrase
was not just polite. It was a commitment. He was saying, whatever You say, | will do it.
What followed was one of the hardest things a young person could be asked to do.
God gave Samuel a difficult message of judgment, and Samuel had to deliver it to Eli,
the man who had raised him and cared for Him. He could have softened it. He could
have left parts out. But he did not. He told Eli everything, exactly as God had spoken
it. That is what real listening looks like. It is not just a warm feeling during worship or
a meaningful moment in prayer. It is the willingness to actually do what God says,
even when it is uncomfortable, even when it costs you something. The Hebrew word
shama, which means to listen, carries a three-part meaning: hear, think, and obey.
Obedience is built into the definition. You cannot fully listen to God and then do
nothing about it. God's word is not just meant to inform you. It is meant to move you.
And when it does, that is where real growth happens.

Bible Verse

Then the Lorp said to Samuel, “l am about to do a shocking thing in Israel. | am going
to carry out all my threats against Eli and his family, from beginning to end. | have
warned him that judgment is coming upon his family forever, because his sons are
blaspheming God and he hasn't disciplined them. So | have vowed that the sins of Eli
and his sons will never be forgiven by sacrifices or offerings.” - 1 Samuel 3:11-14 (NLT)
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But Eli called out to him, “Samuel, my son.” “Here | am,” Samuel replied. “What did
the Lorp say to you? Tell me everything. And may God strike you and even kill you if
you hide anything from me!” So Samuel told Eli everything; he didn't hold anything
back. “It is the Lorp's will,” Eli replied. “Let him do what he thinks best.” - 1 Samuel
3:16-18 (NLT)

Reflection Question
Is there something God has already spoken to you that you have been putting off
acting on, and what is one small step you could take toward obedience today?

Prayer
Father, give me the courage to not just hear Your word but to obey it, even when it is
hard. Help me trust that Your way is always worth following. Amen.



Day 5:
Sit Still and Let Him Speak

Devotional

Prayer can easily become a one-way conversation. We bring our lists, our worries, our
requests, and our hopes, and then we say amen and move on. But what if God has
something He wants to say to you? What if the most important part of your time
with Him is not what you bring, but what you are willing to receive? God is not silent.
He speaks through Scripture, through the quiet nudge of the Holy Spirit, and
through the people He places in your life. The challenge is not that He has stopped
talking. The challenge is that we have stopped creating space to actually listen.
Samuel’s story is an invitation for all of us. It is a picture of what a life looks like when
someone moves from simply hearing God to genuinely listening and responding to
Him. That kind of life is available to you too. It starts with a simple posture. Not a
perfect prayer, not a flawless quiet time, just a willing heart that says, “Speak, Lord,
Your servant is listening.” Today, before you rattle off everything on your heart, try
sitting still for a moment. Be quiet. Wait. He knows your name, He has not stopped
calling, and He just might have something important to say.

Bible Verse
Then the Lord came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel
“Speak, your servant is listening.” - 1 Samuel 3:10 (NLT)
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And Samuel replied,

Reflection Question
When was the last time you sat in silence with God and simply waited for Him to
speak, and what might be keeping you from doing that more consistently?

Prayer
Lord, | quiet my heart before You right now. Speak to me, and give me the patience
and humility to wait and truly listen. Amen.
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