
Discussion Guide 
Coffee Time, Part 8, 07.26.26 
 
Summary 
In this sermon, Pastor Jeremy explores the story of the young Samuel in 1 Samuel 3, 
using it as a lens to examine one of the most important questions in the Christian 
life: how do we recognize and respond to God's voice? He highlights that the world is 
filled with constant noise and distraction, making it difficult to truly hear from God. 
He emphasizes that God's voice was rare in Samuel's day not because God had gone 
silent, but because the people had drifted away from Him. The same pattern, he 
argues, can happen in our own lives when we allow busyness and distractions to 
crowd out the still, small voice of God. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and willing spirits. We 
acknowledge that the noise of our daily lives can so easily drown out Your voice, and 
we ask that You quiet our minds and our hearts right now. As we gather together in 
this group, we surrender our own agendas and ask that You speak to us in whatever 
way You choose. Help us not just to hear Your words today, but to truly listen and 
respond with obedience. May Your Holy Spirit guide our conversation, reveal truth to 
each of us, and draw us closer to You and to one another. We trust that You have 
something specific for each person in this room, and we are ready to receive it. In 
Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is one sound or noise that you find most distracting in your daily life, and why? 
 
Key Verses 
1 Samuel 3 (NLT) 
Isaiah 40:31 (NLT) 
 
Questions 

1.​ Why do you think it is hard for people to recognize God’s voice? 
2.​ Pastor Jeremy describes how the word of the Lord was rare in Samuel's time, 

not because God moved away, but because the people drifted from Him. (1 
Samuel 3:1) Have you ever experienced a season where God felt distant? 
Looking back, what do you think contributed to that feeling? 

3.​ The sermon draws a clear distinction between hearing and listening, noting 
that the Hebrew word “shama” means to hear, then think, then obey. In what 
areas of your life do you find it easiest to hear God but hardest to actually obey 
what He says? 



4.​ Samuel needed Eli to help him recognize that God was calling him. (1 Samuel 
3:8-10) Who is the “Eli” in your life, someone who helps point you toward God 
and His voice? If you do not have someone like that, what is one step you 
could take to find that kind of relationship? 

5.​ The sermon points out that Eli could recognize God's voice for Samuel but had 
stopped responding to it for himself. How do you guard against becoming 
someone who can point others to God while quietly drifting in your own walk 
with Him? 

6.​ Samuel received a difficult and costly message from God, yet he chose to 
deliver it faithfully. (1 Samuel 3:11-18) Can you think of a time when obeying 
what God placed on your heart was uncomfortable or costly? What happened 
as a result? 

7.​ Pastor Jeremy challenges us to evaluate our quiet times with God, asking 
whether we ever pause long enough to simply say, “Speak, your servant is 
listening.” What does your current prayer life look like, and is there room for 
more intentional listening? 

8.​ The sermon closes with the idea that God is not silent because He has nothing 
to say, but that we are often too distracted to hear Him. What is one specific 
distraction in your life that you feel God may be asking you to set aside so you 
can hear Him more clearly? 

 
Life Application 
This week, set aside at least one dedicated time each day to practice intentional 
listening. Instead of filling your prayer time only with requests and words, spend a 
few minutes in complete silence after you pray or read Scripture. Open your Bible, 
ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you, and then wait quietly. Keep a journal nearby to 
write down anything that comes to your heart during that time. At the end of the 
week, review what you wrote and ask yourself honestly: did I respond and obey what 
God revealed to me, or did I simply hear it and move on? The goal is not just to have a 
quiet time, but to move from hearing to truly listening and then to acting on what 
God says. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ There is a significant difference between hearing and listening. Hearing is 
passive, but listening requires an active response and a willingness to obey. 
The Hebrew word “shama” captures this fully: hear, think, then obey. 

●​ God's silence in our lives is rarely because He has moved away. More often, it is 
because we have drifted from Him through distraction, busyness, or allowing 
our hearts to focus on other things. 

●​ We all need an “Eli” in our lives. Community and mentorship are essential to 
recognizing God's voice, and we cannot effectively follow God in isolation. 



●​ Listening to God is not always comfortable. Sometimes He calls us to deliver 
difficult messages, make hard changes, or walk through challenging seasons. 
Even so, obedience to His word is always the right response. 

●​ God's Word, the Bible, is the clearest and most reliable way we can hear His 
voice. Spending consistent, unhurried time in Scripture and allowing the Holy 
Spirit to teach us is foundational to recognizing and responding to what God is 
saying. 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord, we thank You for the time we have shared together today and for the truth 
from Your word that has been opened up to us. We confess that we are often too 
busy, too distracted, and too full of our own words to truly listen for Yours. Right now, 
we choose to surrender that. We ask You to help each person in this group move 
from simply hearing Your voice to genuinely listening and obeying. Give us the 
courage to respond even when what You ask is difficult. Raise up “Eli” figures in our 
lives who will point us back to You when we lose our way. And remind us, in every dry 
and quiet season, that You have not moved. You are still calling our names, just as 
You called Samuel's. May we respond with humble and willing hearts, saying, “Speak, 
Lord, Your servant is listening.” We trust You with whatever You reveal, and we 
commit to making room for You this week and every week. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
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