Discussion Guide
Lawn Lessons, Part 1, 08.23.26

Summary

In this sermon, Pastor John draws a parallel between a personal experience while
doing yardwork and the suffering servant described in Isaiah 53. While clearing
weeds and helping a neighbor, a passerby criticized him for not acting sooner. In
that moment, Pastor John felt God impress upon him to stay silent and simply
accept the criticism, even though it was undeserved. That experience became a vivid
illustration of what Jesus did for all of humanity: He accepted the full weight of sin,
sorrow, and shame that was not His own, and He did so without saying a word.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for the gift of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, who took upon Himself the weight of our sin, our sorrow, and our shame. As
we gather together now, we ask that You open our hearts and our minds to what You
want to speak to each of us personally. Help us not to simply hear these truths as
familiar words, but to receive them in a fresh and meaningful way. Where there is
guilt, bring freedom. Where there is doubt, bring faith. And where there is pride,
bring humility. Lord, guide our conversation today and let it be centered on You. In
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Ice Breaker
What is one task around the house that you absolutely dread doing, and why?

Key Verses
e |saiah 53 (NLT)
e John T11:17-36 (NLT)
e John 19:9-10 (NLT)
e Psalm 32:1-5 (NLT)

Questions

1. Pastor John described feeling the urge to defend himself when the man
passing by on the sidewalk criticized him, but he felt God telling him to stay
silent. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt God asking you to hold
your tongue? What was that like?

2. lIsaiah 53:4 says that Jesus carried our weaknesses and that our sorrows
weighed Him down. How does this change the way you relate to Jesus
knowing that He not only forgave your sins, but also personally understands
your pain and suffering?



In John 11:35, Jesus wept even though He knew He was about to raise Lazarus
from the dead. What does this tell us about the character of Jesus and how He
relates to us in our grief?

Pastor John used the story of Lady Macbeth to illustrate how guilt can
consume a person when sin goes unconfessed. Have you ever experienced
that kind of weight from unconfessed sin? How did it affect your daily life?
Psalm 32:3-5 describes David's experience of hiding his sin and then finally
confessing it. Why do you think it is so hard for people to confess sin, even
when they know God is ready to forgive?

The sermon emphasized that Jesus was silent before His accusers and did not
defend Himself, even though He had every right to. (John 19:9-10) What does
His silence say about the depth of His love for us?

Pastor John mentioned that the enemy often uses past sins to keep believers
from becoming all that God wants them to be. How can we practically remind
ourselves that we are truly forgiven when those old accusations come back?
Communion was described as Jesus asking us to remember what He did for
us. How does regularly participating in communion or reflecting on the cross
change the way you live day to day?

Life Application

This week, set aside a few quiet minutes each day to reflect on one specific area of
your life where you have been carrying guilt, shame, or unconfessed sin. Bring it
honestly before God in prayer, confess it, and receive His forgiveness. Then, as an act
of gratitude, write down or speak aloud one thing you are thankful for because of
what Jesus did on the cross. Let this practice of confession and gratitude become a
daily rhythm, not just a one-time exercise.

Key Takeaways

Jesus did not just forgive our sins. He personally carried our weaknesses and
sorrows, meaning He fully understands and relates to every pain and struggle
we experience.

Unconfessed sin creates a crushing weight in our lives, much like David
described in Psalm 32. True freedom and peace come only when we stop
hiding and honestly bring our sin before God.

Jesus remained silent before His accusers and accepted the full punishment
for sins that were not His own. His silence was an act of profound, sacrificial
love on our behalf.

Communion is a deliberate act of remembrance that Jesus Himself instituted
so that we would never forget the weight He carried and the price He paid for
our forgiveness.



e The enemy will try to use our past sins to hold us back in our faith, but because
of the cross, we can boldly declare that we are forgiven and move forward in
the freedom that God has provided.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank You for this time together and for the truth of Your Word that
has been shared today. We are humbled by the reality that You, who had every right
to speak in Your own defense, chose to remain silent so that the full weight of our sin
could be placed upon You. We confess that we often carry guilt and shame that You
have already paid for, and we ask You to help us truly receive the forgiveness You so
freely offer. Remind us this week, when the enemy whispers accusations, that Your
grace is greater than any sin we have ever committed. May the gratitude we feel in
this moment carry us through the days ahead and draw us closer to You. We love
You, Lord, and we are so grateful that You love us. In Your holy name we pray. Amen.
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