Discussion Guide
Lawn Lessons, Part 2, 08.30.26

Summary

In this sermon, Pastor John uses a personal encounter with poison hemlock weeds
as a powerful illustration of why sharing our faith with others matters. Just as a
stranger stopped to warn him about a dangerous plant he was handling with bare
hands, we are called to speak up and share the message of Christ with the people
around us. The stakes of eternity are real, and God has chosen ordinary people to be
His ambassadors in the world.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for bringing us together today. As we open Your Word
and discuss what it means to be Your ambassadors, we ask that You quiet our minds
and open our hearts. Help us not to focus on what we think we lack, but instead to
trust that You can use each of us exactly as we are. Holy Spirit, guide our
conversation today and show us what You specifically want each of us to take away
from this time together. In Jesus name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
Has a stranger ever said or done something that turned out to make a big difference
in your day or even your life? What happened?

Key Verses

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 (NLT)
John 3:16 (NLT)

Mark 5:1-20 (NLT)

Questions

1. Pastor John described a scale from zero to ten, where zero represents no faith
and ten represents fully placing your trust in Christ. Thinking about people in
your life who are not yet believers, where do you think they might fall on that
scale, and what is one thing you could do to help move them one step closer?

2. The woman who stopped her van to warn Pastor John did not know him at all,
yet she spoke up anyway. What fears or hesitations tend to hold you back from
speaking into the life of a stranger or even an acquaintance about faith?

3. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5 that God is making His appeal through us. How
does it make you feel to know that God has chosen to work through ordinary,
imperfect people to share His message with the world?

4, Pastor John shared the story of the demon-possessed man in Mark 5, who had
no theological training, no Bible, and had never heard Jesus preach. Yet Jesus



told him that his personal encounter with Christ was enough to go and tell
others. What is your personal story of what God has done for you, and how
comfortable are you sharing it?

Think about the two kinds of ambassadors Heather described at the end of
the service: the person who speaks up to a stranger, and the person whose
consistent faith makes others want to come to them with questions. Which
type of ambassador do you think comes more naturally to you, and which one
do you feel God is calling you to grow in?

Pastor John mentioned that sometimes the enemy reminds us of our
shortcomings and failures to make us feel ineffective at sharing our faith. Have
you ever felt that way? How do you push past that feeling?

The sermon emphasized that small, everyday moments like playing tennis
with a youth pastor, buying aquarium equipment, or handing out ice cream
bars at midnight can become opportunities to share faith. Can you think of a
recent ordinary moment in your own life that could have been, or actually was,
an opportunity to point someone toward Christ?

John 3:16 reminds us that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
and that the word “believes” changes everything for eternity. How does the
weight of that truth motivate or challenge the way you interact with the
people around you who do not yet know Jesus?

Life Application

This week, identify one person in your life who may be a zero, one, or two on the faith
scale. Pray for them by name each day this week and ask God to show you one
specific, practical way to move them one step closer to Him. It does not have to be a
deep theological conversation. It could be a kind text, a plate of cookies, an invitation
to church, or simply asking how they are doing and genuinely listening. Take that
one step and trust the Holy Spirit to do the rest.

Key Takeaways

God calls every believer, not just pastors or people with formal theological
training, to be an ambassador for Christ, sharing His message through both
words and everyday actions.

Sharing faith does not require moving someone from zero to ten all at once.
Even small acts of kindness, encouragement, and genuine interest can move
someone one step closer to Christ, and that matters eternally.

The personal story of what God has done in your own life is a powerful and
sufficient tool for sharing the gospel. Just as the formerly demon-possessed
man was sent out with nothing more than his own encounter with Jesus, your
story is enough.

The Holy Spirit is always at work in the lives of people around us, and He
chooses to work through us in unexpected moments and places. Staying



sensitive and available to those opportunities is a key part of living as a
follower of Jesus.

e FEternity is genuinely at stake for the people in our lives who do not yet know
Christ. That reality should motivate us, with love rather than fear, to speak up
and reach out just as the woman who stopped her van potentially saved
Pastor John from serious harm by simply saying something.

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for this time together and for the reminder that You have chosen
each one of us, with all of our imperfections and doubts, to carry Your message of
love and grace to the world around us. Help us to leave this place with eyes that are
more open to the people You have placed in our paths. Give us the courage to speak
up when we should, the wisdom to live in a way that draws others toward You, and
the faith to trust that even the smallest act done in Your name can have an impact
we may never fully see. We surrender our fears and our feelings of inadequacy to You
right now, and we ask that You fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that we can be the kind
of ambassadors You are calling us to be. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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